GERM03100 – Masterpieces of German Literature in English Translation
Assignment 6 – Written Assignment on Modernism: Friedrich Nietzsche

Name: Aidan Sharpe

In one or more paragraphs and based on the poems we have read and on the documentary, do you consider Nietzsche a “courageous” figure?


	From a young age, Nietzsche was faced with tragedies that challenged his character. He watched his father suffer from a terrible brain disease, and he was forced to challenge his faith. Nietzsche had wondered why God had punished his father, a faithful preacher, so greatly. This was the beginning of what would become a very courageous man who would challenge the very idea of fundamental moral truths and whether or not there is a God.
	Throughout his early life, however, he remained a faithful Christian, yet he yearned for more. He delved deeper into thought and eventually abandoned the idea of God altogether. Nietzsche had developed a nihilistic view of the world, but deep down, he knew that nihilism was not a sustainable framework for societies to be built upon. He knew that nihilism would lead to chaos and the abandonment of morality. Nietzsche was not alone when it came to turning to nihilism, but his courage to think for himself gave him an edge that allowed him to predict, with tremendous accuracy, the horrors of the 20th Century.
