GERM03100 – Masterpieces of German Literature in English Translation

Assignment 5 – Midterm Paper

Assignment 5 - Midterm Paper. Discuss some of the narrative elements in 'Signalman Thiel' that make the story representative of the genre of Naturalism. For example, what role do detailed descriptions play in suggesting how social conditions, heredity, and the environment influence or shape human character? You may want to explore your ideas about Hauptmann’s descriptions in order to answer the question about whether social conditions, heredity, and the environment lead Thiel to commit his murderous acts or whether he as an “individual” is solely responsible. 

Please construct your submission well, and make sure that it is grammatically correct. Three paragraphs are the minimum, but your submission can be as long as you wish in order to explore your ideas/your argument.
See the Assignment5_8_WritingScale.pdf for grading criteria. 


This assignment must be typed and submitted electronically in MS Word (.doc or .docx) format. The file must be named in the following format: Lastname_Assignment5.doc. Submit your completed document to Assignment 5, listed on the Modules and Assignments pages, as a file attachment. 

