
Digital Earth Final Map Proposal 

A “Height” Map 

I have found data on the national average male height for each country and will be using it with a 

graduated map to show where people are taller and shorter. 

People differ in height for many reasons which can be narrowed down into two categories: genetics and 

the environment. It is the case that people with taller parents are more likely to be tall, but there is no 

guarantee or formula to calculate what the adult height of a child will be. This is because environmental 

pressures can cause people to be taller or shorter. Many people say that drinking coffee stunts growth. 

While the legitimacy of this claim is debatable, it is still the case that eating and drinking healthy results 

in taller people on average. This is clearly seen looking at historical data. Height data over time show 

that in the last century or so, people are on average three inches taller than the average height of 

skeletal remains (Roser, Appel and Ritchie 2019). I will also be using this source for my data, as they 

have a .csv file available for download. 
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